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STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS. THOMAS  EWING.cdotes, humor and fun, in which Lincoln took the lead, "and I" (as Tod told the story), "not to bo behindhand, told a story;" and so tho hours flew on without any mention of the grave matters he expected to discuss with the President.   When tho clock announced the hour of eleven, Mr. Lincoln said he made it a habit to retire at eleven o'clock, and, turning to Tod, said:  "Well, Governor, wo havfi not had any chance to talk about the war, but we have had a good time anyway; come and see mo again."   It then dawned upon the governor that this little party of kindred spirits, all friends of his, were invited by the President to relieve him from an interview about the future that would be fruitless of results.   Neither could know what each  ought to do  until events pointed out a duty to be done.    Lincoln knew that Tod was a famous story teller, as wore all the others in the party, and  availed  himself of the opportunity to relievo his mind from anxious car*1.
